Increasing Resiliency through Climate Smart Communities
With today’s infrastructure degrading, extreme storm events increasing, and municipal space and budgets confined, our communities need innovative solutions to address these problems. The focus of resiliency is important, because as the definition suggests: it is the ability to recover from or adjust easily to adversity or change. Resilient solutions make sense for the triple bottom lines in our communities of people, planet, and profit. 
The Climate Smart Communities Program allows communities a framework to begin delving into this space through the following sections that each community can direct its needs and focus within:
1. Build a climate-smart community; 
2. Inventory emissions, set goals, and plan for climate action;
3. Decrease energy use;
4. Shift to clean, renewable energy;
5. Use climate-smart materials management;
6. Implement climate-smart land use;
7. Enhance community resilience to climate change;
8. Support a green innovation economy;
9. Inform and inspire the public;
10. Engage in an evolving process of climate action;
11. Innovation – Innovative approaches to Climate Smart Communities actions; and 
12. Performance – Reduce greenhouse gases and solid waste.
Within these sections there are specific tasks focused on water management, transportation, waste management, clean energy, etc. The Climate Smart Communities Program truly allows communities resources and tools to become more resilient, efficient, and connected.
The Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council has resources, tools and expertise in specific action item areas. If you find yourself needing a deeper delve into any of these areas, please contact the council. 
The following are suggestive scenarios that if your community has recently experienced or is considering, would be a fantastic candidate for Climate Smart Communities!
Suggestive Scenarios
Scenario 1: the community has recently upgraded building stock or building stock requiring serious renovations
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scenario 2: the community has (or will) installed renewable energy generation 
Scenario 3: the community has undergone major efforts to reduce and redirect waste
Scenario 4: the community has laid the groundwork through comprehensive planning practices to engage in sustainable practices 
Scenario 5: the community has placed an emphasis on its natural resources through planning, inventorying, and preservation
Scenario 6: the community has embarked on climate resilient practices and strategies 
Scenario 7: the community embarks in water resource management and flood management techniques
Scenario 8: the community has begun tracking municipal or climate emissions
Scenario 9: the community is a Clean Energy Community!
