
 

 

Genesee-Finger Lakes Economic Development District 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (2014) 

Monroe County 

PRIORITY PROJECTS 

 

1. Mill Seat Landfill Bioreactor 

 

2. The Entrepreneurs Network 

 

3. Eastman Business Park Upgrades 
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Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council Strategic Plan 

(2011; 2012; 2013; and 2014) 

Monroe County 

MONROE COUNTY PRIORITY PROJECTS 

 Rochester Midtown Tower 

 College Town 

 Sibley Building Redevelopment 

 CityGate Development along Erie Canal 

 I-390/Kendrick Road Interchange Project 

 Frontier Field Improvements 

 NYS Route 390 / I-490/NYS Route 31 Interchange 

Improvements 

REGIONAL PRIORITY PROJECTS 

 PathStone Finger Lakes Enterprise Fund 

 Multiple Pathways to Middle Skills Jobs 

 Finger Lakes Business Accelerator Cooperative 

 HTR Business Accelerator Project (Phase 3) 

 Foodlink Food Hub 

 Rochester Regional Photonics Cluster Industry Lab 

 Growing the Agricultural Industry Now! Fund 

 Finger Lakes Regional Center for Advanced Optics 

Manufacturing 

 

Selected Awards 

 Rochester Sibley Tower Redevelopment 

 

 Public Park & Infrastructure Adjacent to CityGate 

 

 Public Market Master Plan Implementation Phase II 

 

 Foodlink Food Hub Processing Center 

 

 High Tech Rochester Inc. Business Accelerator 

Cooperative 

 

 Monroe Community College Downtown Rochester 

Campus Green Roof 

 

 Frontier Field Improvements 

 

 Rochester Institute of Technology MAGIC Laboratory 

Construction Project 
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PREPARING VILLAGE “MAIN STREETS” FOR PLANNING –  

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE VILLAGE OF SCOTTSVILLE  
http://www.gflrpc.org/Publications/PVMSFP/Scottsville/Index.htm 

MAY 2007 

GOALS 

 

The Preparing Village “Main Streets” for Planning 

project is designed to address the body of issues that 

could potentially arise when reconstruction or 

rehabilitation of roadways that traverse a central 

business district or “main street” area is going to occur. 

This report – and its companion for the Village of 

Newark – presents the findings of the first phase of the 

project, providing recommendations to the Village of 

Scottsville based on a year-long evaluation of the 

community’s present attributes, future needs, and 

desired state.  

 

The primary objective of the Preparing Village “Main 

Streets” for Planning project is to engage communities 

that are considering strategic planning for their “main 

streets” or village centers and anticipating future 

infrastructure updates, rehabilitation or reconstruction 

of these areas. Such construction projects typically 

require significant demolition of the street and 

sidewalk right-of-way and the new facilities erected 

therein are typically designed to last several decades or 

more, affording communities few opportunities to 

affect their design after the planning and construction 

phases have been completed. This project was 

therefore conceived as a means of empowering 

communities with useful information on planning and 

design for main street renovations well in advance of 

significant construction projects. 
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A SURVEY OF ROCHESTER'S HISTORIC PARKLANDS 
http://www.cityofrochester.gov/article.aspx?id=8589947669 

DECEMBER 2009 

GOALS 

 

The City of Rochester Historic Parks Survey was 

developed to catalog and define the basic critical 

components of park sites within the Rochester park 

system that are more than 50 years old or that 

otherwise have historic significance.  The survey 

includes 61 park sites within the City of Rochester, 

New York. Each park site has been individually 

assessed and investigated through historic plans, 

documents, maps, park records, photo files, and site 

visits. 
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IRONDEQUOIT BAY HARBOR MANAGEMENT PLAN 
http://www2.monroecounty.gov/files/planning/IBHMP%20Final%20Report.pdf  

NOVEMBER 2003 

GOALS 

The Irondequoit Bay Harbor Management Plan has 

been prepared as part of New York State’s Coastal 

Resources and Local Waterfront Revitalization 

Program, authorized by the Waterfront Revitalization 

of Coastal Areas and Inland Waterways Act to aid in 

the planning and regulation of water use activity in 

intensely-used waterfront areas. 

 

Resource Protection  

Goal 1: Better protect and enhance the sensitive natural 

areas and resources of the Bay.  

Objectives: 

 1. Increase stakeholders’ awareness and 

appreciation of the sensitive natural areas and 

resources of the Bay.  

 2. Provide better understanding of significant 

fish and wildlife value, their sensitivity to development 

and adjacent water surface use  impacts.  

 3. Prepare Irondequoit Bay Biological Study.  

 4. Balance water dependent uses and protection 

of sensitive natural resources of the Bay, based on the 

Carrying Capacity Study of the Bay. 

 

Goal 2: Improve and protect water quality of 

Irondequoit Bay for desired uses which emphasize a 

healthy aquatic ecosystem.  

Objective:  

 1. Ensure desired Bay water quality for its 

designated best use.  

 

Goal 3: Ensure that development around the Bay 

occurs without impacting significant resources (e.g. 

environmental, historical, archeological, aesthetic 

features).  

Objectives:  

 1. Have new developments fit the topography, 

accessibility, relationship to adjacent uses, subsurface 

conditions and availability of public services and 

utilities.  

 2. Manage woodlots around the Bay to 

maintain aesthetic character protect the views; protect 

steep slopes, and wildlife habitats. 
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Water Surface Use Conflicts  

Goal: Minimize and resolve water surface use conflicts 

and conflicts among all of the stakeholders of 

Irondequoit Bay.  

Objectives:  

 1. Provide for an appropriate mix of 

commercial and active and passive recreational 

opportunities on the Bay’s water and associated 

 land areas.  

 2. Ensure that development and water surface 

use will be designed and conducted in harmony with 

the environment so as not to  conflict with overriding 

interest of conserving the natural beauty of the Bay.  

 

Public Access Goal: Improve public access to diverse 

recreational opportunities on Irondequoit Bay.  

Objectives:  

 1. Provide adequate and safe public access to a 

mix of active and passive recreational opportunities on 

the Bay’s water and adjacent up- lands.  

 2. Identify, acquire, develop and maintain land 

around the Bay for public recreational use.  

 3. Coordinate and formalize development of 

trails around the Bay.  

 4. Increase points of public access through 

public ownership.  

 5. Increase public access of views to and from 

the Bay.  

 

Economic Development Goal: Make Irondequoit Bay 

an integral part of local and regional tourism 

development efforts.  

Objectives:  

 1. Protect and improve/upgrade existing water 

dependent commercial and recreational uses where 

access, utilities and parking can be  made available 

without significant impact on the Bay’s resource value.  

 2. Encourage new water dependent recreational 

uses or expansion of such existing uses in the LaSalle’s 

Landing, Sea Breeze areas and  other Waterfront 

Development zoning districts identified in the local 

Master Plans, LWRPs and Monroe County Parks 

Department Plans. 
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CITY OF ROCHESTER LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM 
http://docs.dos.ny.gov/communitieswaterfronts/LWRP/Rochester_C/Amendment%201/Final/RochesterLWRP.pdf 

ADOPTED 1990, AMENDED 2011  

GOALS 

 

The city’s existing LWRP was prepared by the City 

Bureau of Planning and approved on September 13, 

1990 by the Rochester City Council, on November 26, 

1990, by the New York State Secretary of State, and 

on January 28, 1991 by the U.S. Office of Ocean and 

Coastal Resource Management. The purpose of the 

city’s LWRP was to recommend how the Genesee 

River and Lake Ontario could be protected as a unique 

and unified resource and developed to enhance 

Rochester's quality of life and stimulate economic 

growth. The boundaries of plan included the city’s 

lakefront (including Durand-Eastman Park) and the 

city’s river front from the Port of Rochester south to 

the Lower Falls.  

 

The Port Site and River Street area were both included 

in the original concept plan presented in the 1990 

LWRP. The combined concept plan for that area came 

out of a consultant study known as the River Harbor 

Design/Feasibility Study. The city completed a draft 

update of the LWRP in 1996 and submitted it to the 

New York State Department of State (NYSDOS) for 

review. The city completed the port ferry terminal and 

other port infrastructure improvements in 2001-2002 to 

coincide with the development and arrival of a fast 

ferry service between Rochester and Toronto. Sasaki 

Associates were hired to prepare the Port of Rochester 

Master Plan in 2006. In 2008, the Abonmarche/ 

Passero/ Edgewater waterfront design team was hired 

by the city to complete a more detailed marina 

engineering report and feasibility study for the Port 

Site.  

 

This document is an AMENDMENT to the existing 

1990 LWRP and integrates recent design and 

engineering studies and recommendations for the Port 

Site and proposes new LWRP goals, policies and 

implementing techniques, development objectives, 

recommended land uses and a conceptual development 

plan for that site based on those studies. The 

amendment applies to the Port Site only and replaces 

certain sections of the city’s 1990 LWRP as noted on 

page 2. All remaining sections of the 1990 LWRP 

continue in effect as adopted. 
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IRONDEQUOIT BAY SLOPE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 
http://irondequoit.websolutionsofne2.netdna-cdn.com/documents/slopemgmtplan.pdf  

MAY 2008 

GOALS 

 

This plan was developed to assist the Town of 

Irondequoit in the management of vegetation on the 

steep slopes bordering the Irondequoit Bay. The need 

for this plan was identified because several large scale 

slope failures had occurred in the immediate past in 

areas where vegetation had been disturbed. Questions 

arose during mitigation efforts as to the contribution 

vegetation removal was making to slope instability and 

how to best utilize vegetation to manage existing 

failures and prevent future slope failure issues.  

 

The plan is presented in accordance with the three 

main tasks of the project funded by the Lake Ontario 

Coastal Initiative. Task 1 was a review of literature 

pertinent to current slope and vegetation management 

practices being employed on the Great Lakes and other 

similar ecosystems. Task 2 was the field survey of the 

slopes to classify their stability, vegetation 

characteristics, and to determine their current 

management needs. Task 3 was to develop this 

vegetation management plan based on the information 

collected in the literature review and field survey. 
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HEALTHY WATERWAYS:  A HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF THE CITY OF ROCHESTER, NY'S 

LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM (LWRP) REPORT 
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/environmental-health-sciences-

center/COEC/projects/documents/HealthWaterways-Report.pdf 

JUNE 2013  

GOALS 

 

Health Impact Assessment (HIA) is a systematic 

approach to considering health in non-health decisions. 

How Rochester’s waterfront is used affects community 

health in many ways. Changes in the waterfront may 

affect physical safety, opportunities for physical 

activity, water quality, and other health-supportive 

resources in ways that impact health. Our primary goal 

was to clarify health impacts of potential changes 

along Rochester’s waterfront so decision makers can 

maximize health benefits and minimize risks to health. 

A secondary goal of this project was to increase the 

community’s understanding of HIA practice as it 

relates to local decision making. As the first HIA 

conducted in Rochester, Healthy Waterways serves as 

a demonstration of this process in our region.  

 

The primary objectives of Healthy Waterways were to: 

  

 Provide data to support recommendations that 

maximize health benefits of future waterfront 

uses in the City of Rochester’s Local 

Waterfront Revitalization Program Healthy 

Waterways Executive Summary  

 

 Increase stakeholders’ understanding of how 

elements of the LWRP might impact the health 

of various populations in Rochester  

 

 Enhance community engagement in the LWRP 

by identifying and communicating potential 

health implications of the program  

 

 Partner with the City of Rochester, its 

Consultant, and the Waterfront Advisory 

Committee (WAC) to integrate health 

considerations into LWRP recommendations 
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BUCKLAND CREEK STORMWATER ASSESSMENT AND ACTION PLAN DRAFT 
http://www2.monroecounty.gov/files/DES/Stormwater/Draft%20Buckland%20Creek%20Stormwater%20Assessment

%20and%20Action%20Plan1.pdf 

JUNE 2012 

GOALS 

 

The Buckland Creek Stormwater Assessment and 

Action Plan (SWAAP) summarizes the results of a 

detailed assessment of Buckland Creek and presents 

recommendations for its protection, restoration and 

removal from the New York State Impaired 

Waterbodies List. This project was conducted with 

funding from New York’s Environmental Protection 

Fund and the Stormwater Coalition of Monroe County 

with support from the Monroe County Department of 

Environmental Services. It is intended to be a portion 

of a comprehensive county-wide Stormwater Master 

Plan that assesses all waterbodies in Monroe County in 

order to meet water quality goals and quantify local 

drainage issues. 
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BLACK CREEK WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN 
http://www.gflrpc.org/Publications/BlackOatka/WMP/Black/index.htm 

GOALS 

 

The purpose of this planning effort, the Black Creek 

Watershed Management Plan, was the formation of a 

long-term strategy to ensure the protection and 

restoration of Black Creek water quality and 

compatible land use and development. The result is 

this watershed management plan for the protection and 

enhancement of Black Creek. This briefing describes 

the Plan’s discrete components and the project’s 

process to develop strategies to protect and restore 

water quality within the Black Creek Watershed.. 
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LITTLE BLACK CREEK STORMWATER ASSESSMENT AND ACTION PLAN DRAFT 
http://www2.monroecounty.gov/files/DES/Stormwater/DRAFT%20Little%20Black%20Creek%20Stormwater%20As

sessment%20and%20Action%20Plan.pdf 

MAY 2011 

GOALS 

 

The Little Black Creek Assessment and Action Plan 

(SWAAP) summarizes the results of a detailed 

assessment of LBC and presents recommendations for 

its protection, restoration and removal from the New 

York State Impaired Waterbodies List. This project 

was conducted with funding from New York’s 

Environmental Protection Fund and support from the 

Monroe County Department of Environmental 

Services and the Stormwater Coalition of Monroe 

County. It is intended to be a portion of a 

comprehensive county-wide Stormwater Master Plan 

that assesses all waterbodies in Monroe County in 

order to meet water quality goals and quantify local 

drainage issues. 
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PLAN –  

STORMWATER COALITION OF MONROE COUNTY 
https://www.monroecounty.gov/File/DES/2009_SWC_Stormwater_Mgmt_Program_Plan.pdf  

AUGUST 2009 

GOALS 

 

This Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) Plan 

has been developed to comply with Part IV.A. of the 

New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation General Permit for Stormwater 

Discharges from Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 

Systems, GP-0-08-002. It is a shared Stormwater 

Management Plan providing policy and management 

guidance to the regulated municipalities and agencies 

that are members of the Stormwater Coalition of 

Monroe County (SCMC). The purpose of this plan is 

to maintain or improve water quality. 

 

The Stormwater Coalition of Monroe County exists by 

way of an inter-municipal agreement enacted through 

municipal resolution by each participating member, the 

term of which is from January 1, 2000 through XX-

XX-XXXX (Insert new IMA date here). These include 

the Towns of Brighton, Chili, Clarkson, Gates, Greece, 

Hamlin, Henrietta, Irondequoit, Mendon, Ogden, 

Parma, Penfield, Perinton, Pittsford, Riga, Sweden and 

Webster; the Villages of Brockport, Churchville, East 

Rochester, Fairport, Hilton, Pittsford, Scottsville, 

Spencerport, and Webster; and Monroe County, the 

City of Rochester, and SUNY Brockport. Each of these 

entities is a party to this Stormwater Management Plan, 

although not all are regulated MS4s. 
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SHIPBUILDERS CREEK STORMWATER ASSESSMENT AND ACTION PLAN DRAFT 
http://www2.monroecounty.gov/files/DES/Stormwater/DRAFT%20Shipbuilders%20Creek%20Stormwater%20Asses

sment%20and%20Action%20Plan.pdf  

GOALS 

 

The Shipbuilders Creek Stormwater Assessment and 

Action Plan (SWAAP) summarizes the results of a 

rapid assessment of Shipbuilders Creek and presents 

recommendations for its protection, restoration and 

removal from the New York State 303(d) impaired 

waterbodies list. This project was conducted with 

funding and support from NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), the Monroe 

County Department of Environmental Services and the 

Stormwater Coalition of Monroe County. It is intended 

to be a first step in a comprehensive County-Wide 

Stormwater Action Plan that will assess all 

waterbodies in Monroe County in order to meet water 

quality goals and reduce local drainage issues. To 

guide the work of the Stormwater Assessment and 

Action Plan, an Action Plan Committee was created, 

consisting of national and local experts including 

representatives from the Monroe County Stormwater 

Coalition. This Committee has provided input 

including drafting an overriding county-wide goal to 

restore, preserve, and protect our water resources for 

the enjoyment and benefit of present and future 

generations. 
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OATKA CREEK WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN 
http://www.gflrpc.org/Publications/BlackOatka/WMP/Oatka/index.htm 

 

GOALS 

 

The purpose of this planning effort, the Oatka Creek 

Watershed Management Plan, was the formation of a 

long-term strategy to ensure the protection and 

restoration of Oatka Creek water quality and 

compatible land use and development. The result is 

this watershed management plan for the protection and 

enhancement of Oatka Creek. This briefing describes 

the Plan’s discrete components and the project’s 

process to develop strategies to protect and restore 

water quality within the Oatka Creek Watershed. 
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MONROE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AND FARMLAND PROTECTION PLAN 
https://www2.monroecounty.gov/files/planning/farm-FarmlandProtectionPlan99.pdf  

1999 

GOALS 

 

The plan’s goals are to preserve farmland and promote 

the agriculture industry. To provide a background to 

help achieve the plan’s goals, an inventory was 

completed on past agricultural planning efforts in the 

County; trends and characteristics of the local 

agriculture industry; municipal, State, and Federal 

regulations related to agricultural land use; financial 

assistance and economic development programs and 

their relevance to the needs of agriculture; and cost of 

community services studies which identify property 

tax revenues generated by agricultural, residential, and 

nonresidential development versus the costs 

municipalities incur to provide public services to these 

land uses. Also, a survey was conducted of farmland 

owners to determine their perceptions and attitudes 

regarding farmland protection policy. 
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MONROE COUNTY SWCD AEM STRATEGIC PLAN 2009-2014 
http://monroecountyswcd.org/Forms/AEM/AEM%20Strategic%20Plan%202009-2014_Final.pdf 

GOALS 

 

The District will use the AEM Strategic Plan to 

identify and address agricultural sources of impacts to 

water quality concerns in these identified high-priority 

watersheds. Until recently the primary focus of the 

Monroe County AEM program has been to get farmers 

to participate in the program through Tier 1’s and 2’s, 

while there are opportunities for farmers to make low, 

or no-cost, changes to their operation upon completion 

of the Tier 2 assessment that will improve soil and 

water quality on the farm and in the greater 

community, the District would like to place more 

emphasis on progressive planning and encourage more 

farms to proceed beyond the Tier 1 and 2 level and 

move to the Tier 3 planning phase and Tier 4 

implementation phase. 
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CITY OF ROCHESTER MOUNT READ BOULEVARD CORRIDOR STUDY 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/MtReadBlvdCorridorStudy_FinalReport.pdf 

OCTOBER 2014  

GOALS 

 

The City of Rochester commissioned this study of the 

Mount Read Boulevard Corridor. Realizing that many 

infrastructure elements are reaching the end of their 

useful life, there are important safety and access 

concerns, and an opportunity exists to promote 

continued economic redevelopment, the City set forth 

toward a goal of producing a proactive, cohesive vision 

plan that will serve as a basis for the development of a 

future project or projects on Mount Read Boulevard. 

This study report is the culmination of that effort. 

 

Based upon the data collected and outreach activities, 

the objectives of a future project or projects would be 

to:  

 

• Support continued economic growth by 

improving mobility, operations, safety, and 

aesthetics.  

 

• Encourage the use of alternative modes of 

transportation, such as walking, bicycling, and 

transit by improving pedestrian and bicyclist 

connectivity and incorporating appropriate 

design features that provide safer, accessible 

crossing opportunities.  

 

• Provide appropriately scaled, cost effective 

aesthetic improvements that can be maintained 

with a reasonable amount of future effort such 

that they will retain their value to the 

community.  

 

• Establish a gateway between the City of 

Rochester and Town of Greece that announces 

the transition from an industrialized and 

commercial area to a suburban, residential 

community. 
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CANALWAY TRAIL REALIGNMENT STUDY: PITTSFORD, NEW YORK 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/CanalwayTrailRealignmentStudy.pdf 

DECEMBER 2000  

GOALS 

 

The purpose of this project was to study the existing 

Canalway Trail routing in the vicinity of Old Monroe 

Avenue and Brook Road in the Town of Pittsford and 

to develop realignment alternatives that can be 

implemented to improve the safety, operations, and 

aesthetics of the trail. The Study Advisory Committee 

developed the following goals to guide the study:  

 

• Allow for trail user safety and enjoyment along 

the water’s edge;  

• Remove disruptions from the adjacent 

residential neighborhood; and  

• Accommodate the continued use of the 

NYSDOT/Canal Corporation property. 
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BLACK CREEK TRAIL FEASIBILITY STUDY  
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/BlackCreekTrailFeasibilityStudy.pdf  

2013  

GOALS 

 

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the feasibility 

of a trail located within the Black Creek corridor 

connecting the Village of Churchville, Black Creek 

Park, the Chili Nature Center and the Genesee Valley 

Greenway Trail.  The goal of the trail is to provide a 

non-motorized transportation facility which connects 

neighborhoods, parks, schools, retail and service 

establishments and employment centers and to provide 

a connection to other existing and planned trails in the 

larger regional trail network. 
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2015-2020 MONROE COUNTY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
https://www2.monroecounty.gov/files/2015%202020%20CIP%20Submission%20to%20Legislature.pdf 

GOALS 

 

Major objectives of Monroe County's 2015-2020 

Capital Improvement Program are to provide public 

facilities necessary to stimulate private investment and 

enhance economic development in Monroe County. 

The County continues to improve transportation 

facilities, Public Safety operations, the County's Pure 

Waters program, and the County's park system. 

 

 

NOTES 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______ 



 

                                      

AUBURN LINE RAIL-TO-TRAIL FEASIBILITY STUDY 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/AuburnLine_Rail-To-Trail_FeasibilityStudy.pdf 

JANUARY 2005 

GOALS 

 

The purpose of this study is to provide the Village of 

Pittsford and the Towns of Pittsford, Perinton and 

Victor, in cooperation with the Genesee Transportation 

Council (GTC), a feasibility study for a multi-use trail 

route that primarily utilizes the abandoned segment of 

the Auburn and Rochester railroad line, including a 

design and construction cost estimate.  

 

The overall objectives of this study were to:  

 

 Develop an inventory of existing physical 

conditions of the corridor;  

 

 Conduct limited traffic assessment for all 

relevant roads and recommend 

accommodations for at-grade trail crossings, 

including sight line improvements, crosswalk 

markings, signage, lighting and other needed or 

suggested treatments;  

 

 Develop and evaluate feasible bridge 

alternatives for crossing the Erie Canal;  

 

 Evaluate the collapsed historic stone arch 

culvert over Irondequoit Creek and identify 

maintenance improvements and/or 

modifications necessary to ensure safe 

accommodation of the proposed trail over the 

culvert;  

 

 Incorporate recommendations of the study 

Stakeholder Committee and others, as needed;  

 

 Provide itemized cost estimates for 

recommended improvements and amenities; 

and 

 

 Identify specific and achievable follow-up 

activities that are needed to advance the 

findings and recommendations of the feasibility 

study, including potential sources of funding 

and preferred strategies to conduct these 

follow-on activities. 
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HIGHLAND PARK/CANALWAY TRAIL PLANNING AND CONCEPT DESIGN 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/HighlandPark-CanalwayConnectorTrailStudy_Document.pdf 

JULY 2004  

GOALS 

 

The goal of the Highland Park/Canalway Trail 

Planning and Concept Design study is to develop a 

recommended concept engineering design for a multi-

use neighborhood connector trail between the Erie 

Canal Heritage Trail (the “Canalway Trail’) on the 

south, Brighton Town Park, Highland Park, and the 

Genesee Riverway Millennium Trail on the west near 

Mt. Hope Cemetery. The trail would provide 

connections from neighborhoods in both the Town of 

Brighton and the City of Rochester to both the 

Canalway Trail and Genesee Riverway Trail, and 

would also provide statewide trail users access to 

several important parks and open space resources in 

the Town and City.  

 

Project Objectives 

 

The study objectives are to: 

  

• develop an understanding of the function and 

likely users of the proposed trail;  

 

• explore alternative locations for the trail;  

 

• select a recommended trail location;  

 

• produce a concept design and cost estimate for 

the recommended trail, and  

 

• develop an implementation plan which 

identifies issues involved in implementing the 

trail, such as land ownership, heavy traffic 

crossings, wetland mitigation, and funding 

sources. 
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ERIE-LACKAWANNA RAILROAD BRIDGE RAILS-TO-TRAILS CONVERSION –  

FEASIBILITY ASSESSMENT AND DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/docs/plansstudies/erielackawannarrbridgetrailstudy.pdf 

SEPTEMBER 2008 

GOALS 

 
This report summarizes the objectives, procedures and 

products derived from the analysis and preliminary 

design studies of the proposed Erie-Lackawanna 

Railroad Bridge Rails-to-Trails Conversion. The 

Genesee Transportation Council (GTC) contracted 

with Environmental Design and Research to conduct 

site analysis and concept-level planning and design for 

a railroad bridge conversion that would connect the 

east and west bank Genesee Riverway Trails utilizing 

the abandoned historic Erie-Lackawanna Railroad 

Bridge over the Genesee River in Rochester, New 

York. Based upon these studies, guidelines for the 

design development, construction, and maintenance of 

the bridge conversion and trail system were prepared. 
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IRONDEQUOIT SENECA TRAIL FEASIBILITY STUDY 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/IrondequoitSenecaTrail_FeasibilityStudy.pdf  

OCTOBER 2013 

GOALS 

 

The purpose of the Irondequoit Seneca Trail Feasibility 

Study is to assess the feasibility of developing a 3.6-

mile multi-use trail along the eastern side of the 

Genesee River from St. Paul Boulevard through 

Seneca Park to the O’Rorke Bridge in the Town of 

Irondequoit. The trail is designed to link the existing El 

Camino Trail with the existing Irondequoit Lakeside 

Multi-Use Trail and the proposed Genesee River 

Promenade Boardwalk. 

 

The Irondequoit Seneca Trail Feasibility Study was 

guided by the following objectives:  

 

 Provide active transportation between 

community resources and destinations.  

 

 Provide opportunities for universal access.  

 

 Maintain user safety.  

 

 Offer a high-quality user experience.  

 

 Protect and enhance existing resources.  

 

 Emphasize sustainability and maintainability. 
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IRONDEQUOIT CREEK VALLEY MULTI-USE TRAIL FEASIBILITY ASSESSMENT AND  

DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS  
http://www.gtcmpo.org/docs/plansstudies/irondequoitcreektrail_finalreport.pdf  

OCTOBER 2008 

GOALS 

 

This report summarizes the analysis and preliminary 

design studies of the proposed Irondequoit Creek 

Valley Multi-Use Trail. The Genesee Transportation 

Council (GTC) contracted with EDR (Environmental 

Design and Research) to conduct site analysis, assess 

feasibility, and produce concept-level planning and 

design for a multi-use trail that would extend from 

Penfield Road near Panorama Plaza to Empire 

Boulevard just south of Irondequoit Bay, in the Towns 

of Penfield, Brighton, and Irondequoit. Guidelines for 

design development, construction and maintenance of 

the trail system were prepared. 

. 
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I-590 BICYCLE / PEDESTRIAN BYPASS FEASIBILITY STUDY  
http://ny-brighton.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/Home/View/868  

MAY 2009 

GOALS 

 

The I-590 Bicycle/Pedestrian Bypass Feasibility Study 

is part of the 2007-2008 Priority Trails Advancement 

(PTA) Program administered by the Genesee 

Transportation Council (GTC). This feasibility study 

recommends the construction of a multi-use trail that 

will connect the Town Hall Complex on Elmwood 

Avenue with the Erie Canalway Trail in Meridian 

Centre Park. The trail would also link to Buckland 

Park on Westfall Road. The Erie Canalway Trail, the 

trail’s southern terminus, is an important east-west 

recreational corridor within New York State, 

connecting Albany and Buffalo. The portion of 

Canalway Trail through Brighton links the town with 

Pittsford, Fairport, Greece and the City of Rochester. 

Approximately 1.75 miles in length, the study area 

traverses residential neighborhoods, parks, and 

undeveloped land. The greatest physical challenge to 

overcome within the study area is I-590, which bisects 

the trail corridor adjacent to Meridian Centre Park. 
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TOWN OF GREECE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/TownOfGreece_ActiveTransportation_Final.pdf 

JUNE 2014 

GOALS 

 

This Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan puts forth a 

strategy to accomplish the town's vision of a safer, 

more convenient non-motorized transportation 

network. To support this vision, the Plan examines 

existing conditions for on-street bicycling and the 

sidewalk network, identifies a series of specific facility 

needs, establishes design guidance for new such 

facilities, and recognizes existing and future 

opportunities for programmatic outreach and education 

activities that can lead to increased levels of bicycling 

and walking. The Plan’s recommendations, when 

implemented, will help the Town of Greece achieve 

the many economic, public health, and quality of life 

benefits that can be achieved through enhanced 

accommodation of active transportation. 
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MONROE COUNTY SHARED USE TRAILS PILOT PROGRAM FINAL REPORT 
http://www2.monroecounty.gov/files/parks/Swain%20Brochures/Shared%20Use%20Trails/MC%20Shared%20Use%

20Pilot%20Final%20Report.pdf 

JUNE 2014 

GOALS 

 

The purpose of the Ellison Park Area Master Plan 

Update was to identify the most appropriate uses for 

Monroe County’s Bay Area Parks in order to meet 

current and future recreational needs. The planning 

process for the Ellison Park Area Master Plan 

Updates was based on the foundation laid by other 

planning studies and initiatives, and also utilized the 

knowledge of local residents, who attended public 

meetings and provided input to the Parks Advisory 

Committee. The document applied a bio-regional 

perspective to master planning for over 1,200 acres of 

Monroe County parkland adjacent to Irondequoit 

Creek, both in the Lake Ontario watershed. Seven 

key issues were identified in the Master Plan:  

 

1. Access and community connectivity  

2. Active living to address preventable health 

problems   

3. Green infrastructure   

4. Waterfront use and access   

5. Dog parks   

6. Conservation and sustainability   

7. Shared use trails. 

 

A key issue in the Ellison Park Area Master Plan 

Update is shared use trails. Collaboration between 

Monroe County Parks and Genesee Regional Off-

Road Cycling (GROC) resulted in retrofits to existing 

trails and construction of new sustainable shared-use 

trails. Monroe County staff were responsible for 

completing trail conditions evaluation in the field 

during the two year Pilot Program. The development 

of goals and objectives for the pilot program helped 

to provide guidance and direction, facilitated 

planning, controlled performance, and motivated and 

inspired trail maintenance and users. The following 

represents the goals and objectives.  
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1. User Safety Trail etiquette was the most important 

factor in creating a positive experience for all trail 

users. Educational signage, trail head signage, proper 

safety equipment, and knowledge of trail etiquette 

provided the groundwork for user safety.  

 

2. Quality Experience Quality experience for all users 

was a high priority for the Shared Use Trail Pilot 

Program. This quality experience is achieved through 

user safety, trail design and maintenance, regulation 

and enforcement, and user involvement.  

 

3. Environmental Conservation The shared use trails 

were constructed as sustainable trails. Sustainable trails 

are defined by the US Forest Service as trails having a 

tread that will not be easily eroded by water and use, 

will not affect water quality or the natural ecosystem, 

meet the needs of the intended users and provide a 

positive user experience, and that do no harm to the 

natural environment. Design guidelines dictated that 

buffer zones be established between trails and adjacent 

private property, providing screening and habitat. 100’ 

is the preferred minimum.  

 

4. Shared Use Trail Design Trails were designed to 

utilize existing landform as natural screening. Creating 

sustainable trail design was extremely important. Trail 

damage is most often found when trails are not 

designed to work with the geologic and environmental 

conditions. Poorly designed trails will channel/collect 

flowing water, and cause erosion and damage to 

surrounding environments. Proper monitoring and 

maintenance of trail systems is a key to the sustainable 

trails systems.  

 

5. Community Involvement Involving the community 

is an important aspect of successful trail design. 

Involvement creates active, engaged and sustainable 

trail stewards and volunteers.  

 

6. Regulation and Enforcement Regulating the trails 

and enforcing proper trail use helps prolong the life of 

the trails. 
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VILLAGE OF HILTON CIRCULATION, ACCESSIBILITY, & PARKING STUDY 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/VillageofHiltonCAP_FinalReport.pdf  

AUGUST 2008  

GOALS 

 

The purpose of the Village of Hilton Circulation, Accessibility & Parking Study is to develop feasible 

transportation planning and design concepts that will improve circulation, accessibility, and parking in Hilton’s 

CBD for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists. This study will aid officials in advancing the Village of Hilton’s 

Vision Plan by addressing transportation challenges and identifying physical as well as regulatory opportunities 

for traffic calming concepts, gateway treatments, enhanced parking and access management, and improved 

pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular circulation. 

 

The community must decide which improvements meet their goals and objectives. To aid in this decision, 

“Community Objectives” were developed based on the results of the Community Transportation Survey and the 

goals formulated by the stakeholders to address the future transportation needs of the Village.  

 

 1. Increase safety especially for pedestrians and bicyclists  

 2. Promote walking & bicycling  

 3. Reduce speeds on roadways entering the Village  

 4. Maintain current vehicular access and capacity levels  

 5. Maintain parking supply and convenience  

 6. Improve aesthetics and community character via transportation enhancements 
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ROUTE 250 CORRIDOR STUDY 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/Route250CorridorStudy_FinalReport.pdf 

OCTOBER 2008  

GOALS 

 

The purpose of this study is to develop a long range 

plan for the Route 250 corridor that addresses the 

transportation needs of each linked community. 

Current and future congestion problems, future growth, 

roadway improvement needs, access management 

strategies, and auto, truck, transit, bicycle, and 

pedestrian improvements will all be addressed. An 

implementation strategy for the recommended 

improvements including possible grants or alternative 

funding strategies will be developed. 

 

D. Study Objectives  

a. Conduct a planning level study that develops a long 

range plan for the Route 250 corridor that addresses 

the transportation needs of each linked community, 

addressing the quality of life in each community.  

 

b. Define the specific present and future transportation 

system mobility or congestion problems within the 

study area, including auto, truck, transit, bicycle, and 

pedestrian.  

 

c. Project the future growth in the area based upon the 

review of adjacent land uses, zoning, access points, 

existing utility services, and environmentally sensitive 

areas.  

 

d. Identify, evaluate, and recommend future roadway 

improvements and utility needs within the study area 

to address identified problems/needs and that align 

themselves with the area’s existing natural and man-

made features. 

 

e. Recommend appropriate access management 

strategies, land use changes, traffic calming measures, 

traffic signal optimization/remote coordination and 

context sensitive design elements.  

 

f. Recommend auto, truck, transit, bicycle, and 

pedestrian improvements to improve safety conditions, 

comfort level, and mobility along this corridor. 
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ROUTE 104 CORRIDOR TRAIL FEASIBILITY AND DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/docs/plansstudies/rt104trail_finalreport.pdf 

AUGUST 2011  

GOALS 

 

The purpose of the Route 104 Corridor Trail 

Feasibility Study is to assess the feasibility of 

developing a 17-mile Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA)-compliant multi-use trail within the highway 

right-of-way and/or parallel with New York State 

Route 104 (Route 104). Route 104 is a 182.41-mile 

long east–west state highway in Upstate New York. 

The study area for the Route 104 Corridor Trail begins 

at the eastern end of the existing Route 104 Trail in the 

Town of Webster and extends east through the Town 

of Ontario, the Town of Williamson, and part of the 

Town of Sodus, ending at the western boundary of the 

Village of Sodus.  

 

With the growing national interest in active 

transportation and complete streets, this was a very 

interesting and timely case study. Incorporating an 

active transportation facility into a heavily auto-

dependent environment made for a study that, in some 

ways, was a rural application of the complete streets 

approach to transportation planning.  

 

The project was guided by the following objectives:  

 

1. Provide active transportation between community 

resources; 

 

2. Provide universal access;  

 

3. Maintain user safety; 

 

4. Offer a high-quality user experience;  

 

5. Protect and enhance existing resources; and  

 

6. Emphasize sustainability & maintainability. 
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VILLAGE OF WEBSTER CORE CIRCULATION, ACCESSIBILITY, AND PARKING STUDY 
http://www.gtcmpo.org/Docs/PlansStudies/WebsterVillageCoreCAPStudy_Final.pdf 

NOVEMBER 2013 

GOALS 

 
The purpose of the Village of Webster Core Circulation, Accessibility, and Parking Study is to develop feasible 

planning, design, and regulatory concepts that aim to improve circulation, accessibility, parking, and safety for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists alike. This plan will aid officials in guiding future projects in such a way 

as to achieve a balance among modes of transportation and land uses to promote The Village of Webster’s goals 

as stated in the 2011 Village of Webster Comprehensive Plan.  

 

The quality of the public realm contributes to the overall economic and social well-being of a community. 

Streets and the public spaces along them must be attractive, safe, and function effectively. This study will 

carefully evaluate the existing streetscapes and public realm experience and develop a framework for which to 

make enhancements that balance the needs of all users. Developing a thriving village is complex and 

inextricably linked to many functions and factors. Land use and transportation components – pedestrian, 

bicycle, transit, and vehicular – must be coordinated with good urban design elements. 
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2014 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FOR HOUSING AND  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN SUBURBAN MONROE COUNTY  
http://www2.monroecounty.gov/files/planning/Comm%20Dev/Complete%202014%20Draft%20Action%20Plan.pdf 

GOALS 

 

The purpose of Monroe County’s 2014 Action Plan is 

to make a clear presentation of projects, programs, and 

new initiatives that Monroe County Community 

Development intends to fund during the program year, 

the availability of federal dollars to complete those 

projects, and to encourage public commentary in this 

endeavor. The Action Plan also serves as a reporting 

mechanism to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development on the planning and evaluation of 

programs. 

 

CDBG, HOME and ESG funds will be directed toward 

accomplishing the following primary program goals 

and objectives during the 2014 program year: 

 

 a. Develop affordable rental and 

homeownership opportunities for all low to moderate-

income residents, with a priority focus on the 

development of housing in towns and villages that do 

not currently provide affordable rental units that have 

been financed, in part, through the County's CDBG 

and/or HOME Program 

 

 b. Repair and conserve existing housing stock 

  

 c. Improve access to and quality of public 

facilities 

 

 d. Provide essential utility infrastructure in 

lower income areas 

 

 e. Provide job training and economic 

development opportunities for low to moderate-income 

persons and persons with special needs 

 

 f. Provide essential public services, particularly 

those that promote homeownership, fair housing and 

housing stability 

 

 g. Revitalize deteriorated neighborhoods 
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CITY-WIDE ROCHESTER HOUSING MARKET STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS 
http://www.cityofrochester.gov/housingmarketstudy/  

APRIL 2007 

GOALS 

 

The City-Wide Rochester Housing Market Study 

explores the many facets of Rochester to develop a 

comprehensive neighborhood and housing strategy to 

guide and coordinate the activities of City agencies, 

non-profit organizations and private stakeholders. 

 

This Study is guided by the following objectives: 

 

 To assess the depth and breadth of the housing 

market for the entire City. This study includes 

an evaluation of the potential market for 

different types of neighborhoods including 

downtown. 

 

 To evaluate housing activities in context of 

other initiatives, investments and programs. 

This is a neighborhood strategy.  

 

 To create an approach for the maintenance and 

development of housing for all income levels. 

 

 To maximize the public and private financial 

and organizational resources available to 

improve neighborhoods.  

 

 To coordinate resources in areas that will 

reinforce existing neighborhood assets and 

leverage both public and private financial 

investment.  

 

 To synchronize the activities of housing, 

economic development, public improvements, 

programs and other services. 

 

 To establish benchmarks on which the City and 

its partners can measure the revitalization 

progress in different neighborhoods. he City-

Wide Rochester Housing Market Study 

explores the many facets of Rochester to 

develop a comprehensive neighborhood and 

housing strategy to guide and coordinate the 

activities of City agencies, non-profit 

organizations and private stakeholders. 
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HOMELESSNESS RESOLUTION STRATEGY - ROCHESTER AND MONROE COUNTY 
http://www.cityofrochester.gov/article.aspx?id=8589954824 

SEPTEMBER 2012, REVISED NOVEMBER 2012 

GOALS 

 

The goals of the study were to provide facilitation 

services and recommendations relative to the 

implementation of: 

 

1. A community-wide/common intake process 

2. Needs assessment and placement system 

3. Recommendations regarding type, design and 

location of facility (ies) for short term and permanent 

support-based placements. 
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MONROE COUNTY GREEN BUILDING POLICY  

AUGUST 2007 

GOALS 

 

Monroe County will implement a Green Building 

Policy for all County new construction and major 

renovation projects of more than 5,000 gross square 

feet in size in accordance with the following: 

 

1. Monroe County will utilize the United States Green 

Building Council’s (USGBC) Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design (LEED®) Green Building 

Rating System as the metric to measure successful 

incorporation of green building features into County 

building construction projects. 

 

2. Green Building design practices shall be utilized to 

the greatest extent practicable for Monroe County new 

building construction and building renovation projects 

(including renovation projects in leased facilities) of 

more than 5,000 gross square feet in size. One of the 

following two outcomes will normally result: 

 a. The project design team should pursue 

formal LEED® certification (Certified, Gold, Silver or 

Platinum) and follow the registration  process. 

 b. Certification under LEED® is not considered 

practical or achievable, but the project design team 

should apply the principles of sustainable design to the 

maximum extent possible. In addition the project 

design team should complete the LEED® scorecard 

and update the scorecard at each design phase and at 

the end of the project, thereby providing an internal 

measure of sustainable design achievement. 

 

3. Green Building Policy oversight, monitoring, 

reporting and implementation shall be performed by an 

internal Design Review Team to be established by 

Monroe County. During the initial stages of design, 

projects shall be reviewed with the County Design 

Review Team and evaluated for the appropriate level 

of sustainable achievement and possible LEED 

certification. 
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ROCHESTER HOUSING AUTHORITY STRATEGIC PLAN: 2010-2015 
http://www.rochesterhousing.org/uploads/files/pdf/StrategicPlan.PDF 

 

GOALS 

 

This is RHA’s first comprehensive strategic plan. 

Given the changing fiscal environment in which all 

public housing authorities now operate, RHA seeks to 

become more strategic about achieving goals that 

support our mission. In 2010 we identified where we 

want to be by year end 2015. Executive and senior 

leaders then worked with staff throughout the 

organization to draw up action steps, timetables, 

performance measures, etc. In addition, working 

together we established the foundation for RHA’s 

strategic pathway by putting numerous plan elements 

in place. In the years 2011 through 2015 we are taking 

more steps on this important journey. Our strategic 

plan is our roadmap. This document highlights for our 

stakeholders where we are going and how we will get 

there. 

 

Top Five Priorities: 

1. Increase opportunities for affordable housing 

2. Diversify RHA’s revenue base to support our 

mission 

3. Promote a path to self-sufficiency for residents 

4. Align our organization to meet strategic goals 

5. Enhance relationships with stakeholders 
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MONROE COUNTY PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION PLAN 
http://www2.monroecounty.gov/files/ps/oem/2010%20Pre-

Disaster%20Mitigation%20Plan%20FEMA%20&%20MC%20approved.pdf 

NOVEMBER 2011 

GOALS 

 
Monroe County’s Plan is a “multi-jurisdictional plan.” As 

prescribed by regulation it is a combined planning effort 

of two or more local governments (i.e. two municipalities 

sharing a common political boundary, or a county plan 

encompassing several, or all municipalities within its 

boundaries, etc.). 

 

a. Reduce vulnerability to life-safety threats.  

Objectives include: increasing public awareness by 

identifying ways to increase public knowledge of 

threats and preparedness measures; enhancing and 

expanding Public Alerting and notification means. 

b. Reduce property and economic losses.  

Objectives include: increasing public awareness; 

enhancing and expanding Public Alerting and 

notification means; identifying appropriate insurance 

for vulnerabilities; identifying protective measures. 

c. Keep emergency plans current.  

Objectives include: plan review for accuracy; 

maintenance of resource databases and contacts; 

acknowledging and practicing review cycles that 

satisfy regulatory requirements. 

d. Maintain readiness for an effective and safe 

response.  

Objectives include: provision of state-of-the-art 

training programs and equipment for Public Safety 

providers; identification of voids in the Public Safety 

infrastructure; coordination of resources for effective 

and efficient response. 

e. Expedite the recovery process.  

Objectives include: identification and deployment of 

assistive resources; ensuring accurate and timely 

communication with the public; promoting neighbor 

helping neighbor concepts. 

f. Strive to be “the best we can be.” 

Objectives include: seeking professional 

accreditations; continuing personal and professional 

development opportunities; seeking additional 

community partnerships; informing municipal officials 

about activities and eliciting their support; seeking 

funding sources to assist program goals and objectives. 
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