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A Natural Resource Inventory is a compilation of important existing ecological and naturally occurring resources in a specific region and can be as simple as a list or as complex as a detailed analysis of each resource.  This could also include historic or cultural resources, depending on the community.  A natural resource inventory is created to act as an informational source for community members and municipal officials.  It can also be built into and provide supplemental information for comprehensive plans as well natural resource management plans, building, zoning and other regulations.
How to get started on your Natural Resource InventorySuggested Natural Resource Inventory Components
· Climate conditions & projections for the location
· Water bodies in the study area
· Watersheds
· Wetlands
· Flood hazard areas
· Floodplains
· Aquifers
· Water quality – assessment and standards, potential and known contamination sites
· Slop and topography
· Bedrock geology
· Surficial geology
· Soils
· Forests
· Grasslands and Shurblands
· Rare plant and animal species
· Unfragmented habitat blocks
· Land use & Land Cover
· Zoning and tax maps
· Farmland
· Conservation and public lands
· Natural heritage sites
· Cultural Heritage sites
· Unique natural areas
· Protected open spaces
· Scenic resources
· Historic resources
· Recreation resources



1) Establish a working group
a) Think about including local boards, community groups, and residents to help brainstorm NRI goals and objects at an initial meeting
b) Establish a workgroup and elect a leader to direct the project
c) Determine the technical capacity of your workgroup and community
2) Determine the goals and scope of your project
a) List NRI goals and review community needs
b) Define the study area for your inventory
3) Review existing plans and documents for natural resources information and recommendations
a) Check the comprehensive plan and any other plans in your community such as waterfront revitalization plans, any regional conservation or watershed plans, and any environmental impact statements.
4) Develop a draft outline and timeline
a) Determine information needs to address project goals
b) Identify all inventory components and assign responsibilities within the work group
5) Develop a budget and scope of work
a) Investigate technical capacity within your working group or the municipality the NRI is for to see what capacity there is for producing maps and potential funding sources
b) Research costs of producing maps, printing, and consultant work (if desired) and potential funding sources
c) Develop a scope of work and RFP if you are going to hire a consultant
6) Analyze the information
a) Which areas in the community have the most important resource values and where do resource combinations occur?
b) Why is the resource important to the community?
c) What are the threats to the continued availability of these important natural resources?
d) Are there natural resources identified that are important to other communities or the region?
7) Publicize the inventory and solicit public input
a) Keep the community informed about the NRI
b) Gather local expertise and knowledge about resources and priorities
c) Publicize the NRI and consider adding it to any plans, inventories, regulations, or other things being implemented
d) Draft a model law for adoption of the municipal NRI
