
 

NYSEG- Penn Yan Jackson St. MGP 
Penn Yan, Yates County, New York (2011) 
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NYSEG- Penn Yan Water St. MGP 
Penn Yan, Yates County, New York (2012) 
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Draft Genesee-Finger Lakes Economic Development District 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (2014) 

Yates County 

PRIORITY PROJECTS 

1. Waterfront Redevelopment Infrastructure 

Improvements 

 

2. Yates County Open Access Fiber Network 

 

3. Dundee Waste Water Treatment Plant 

Upgrades 

 

4. Route 14 Eastern Corridor Water District 

 

5. Keuka Park Water District Water Main 

Replacement  

 

6. Keuka Street Water and Sewer 

Replacements 

 

7. Elmwood Avenue Railroad Siding 

 

8. Branchport/West Bluff Drive Sewer 

District , Jerusalem 
 

9. Torrey Water District #1 , Torrey 
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Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council Strategic Plan 

(2011; 2012; 2013; and 2014) 

Yates County 

YATES COUNTY PRIORITY PROJECTS 

 Finger Lakes Museum 

 Keuka Lakefront Development Project Phase 1 

 Keuka College Center for Business Analytics and Health 

Informatics 

 Finger Lakes Museum Discovery Campus Phase 2 

 Winery Based Wastewater Treatment Systems 

REGIONAL PRIORITY PROJECTS 

 PathStone Finger Lakes Enterprise Fund 

 Multiple Pathways to Middle Skills Jobs 

 Finger Lakes Business Accelerator Cooperative 

 HTR Business Accelerator Project (Phase 3) 

 Foodlink Food Hub 

 Rochester Regional Photonics Cluster Industry Lab 

 Eastman Business Park - Biosciences Manufacturing 

Center 

 Growing the Agricultural Industry Now! Fund 

 Finger Lakes Regional Center for Advanced Optics 

Manufacturing 

 

Selected Awards 

 Village of Rushville: Village of Rushville Wastewater 

Engineering Study 

 City of Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council: Promotion 

and Protection of Canandaigua Lake 

 Finger Lakes Economic Development Center: Penn Yan 

Master Plan 

 Finger Lakes Cultural & Natural History Museum: Finger 

Lakes Museum Phase 1 

 Keuka Housing Council, Inc.: Yates Community Housing 

Development Organization Program 

 Bishop Sheen Ecumenical Housing Foundation, Inc.:Yates 

HOME Program 

 Keuka Housing Council, Inc.: Yates-Ontario HOME 

buyer 2011 

 Yates County: Yates County Homeownership Program 

 Keuka Housing Council, Inc.: Dundee Revitalization 

Program 

 Village of Dundee: Village of Dundee Water System 

Improvement Project 

 Finger Lakes Land Trust: Shoreline to Summit Enhancing 

Public Access on Canandaigua Lake 
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2014 Tourism Marketing Plan Yates County Chamber of Commerce 
(2014) 

GOALS/OBJECTIVE 

Participate in statewide, regional, sub-regional and county 

programming to increase visitation and to put “heads in beds.” 

 

Strategies/Focus Areas 

 Maintain and Expand existing Interagency 

Relationships 

 

 Website and Information Fulfillment 

 County Advertising 

o Digital Campaign 

o Niche Publications 

o Lead Generation 

 

 Collateral Materials 

o Travel Guide 

o Guide to Yates County Local Food 

o Walk/Hike/Bike 

o Promotional Items 

 

 Brochure Distribution 

o Thruway/Interstate Information Counters 

o Yankee Doodle Service 

o Gateways on Display 

 

 Visitor Centers 

o Yates County Visitor Center (Route 14A) 

o Off Site Centers 

 

 Research 

o Statewide Tourism Research Program 
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Keuka Lake  
Waterfront Revitalization and Scenic Viewshed Protection Plan (2014) 

GOALS/OBJECTIVE 

The plan provided an overview of a variety of tools as a 

general “toolbox” of suggestions. Each tool’s pros and cons 

were evaluated along with examples of how each of the tools 

has been utilized previously.  

 

 

 

Tools evaluated included: 

 

• Purchase Development Rights  

• Public Lands /Right of Ways  

• Scenic Byway Designation  

• Scenic Viewshed Preservation Tax District  

• Overlay Districts - Design Standards  

• Overlay Districts - Steep Slopes  

• Site Plan Reviews  

• Cluster/Conservation Subdivisions  

• Flag Lots  

• Fixed Ratio Zoning  

• Viewshed Impact Analysis  

• Light Pollution Plan  

• Growth Center Designation  

• Rural Design Guide 
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Keuka Lake Looking Ahead (1996) 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

 To promote a cooperative and comprehensive approach to 

the enhancement of the quality of life in the Keuka  Lake 

watershed 

 To protect and enhance the quality of Keuka Lake 

 To encourage and improve management practices in the 

Keuka Lake watershed 

 To successfully complete a locally-directed program of 

public policy education for water quality improvement by 

local adoption of a watershed compact and management 

plan 

 To facilitate broad-based community involvement and 

support to protect and enhance water quality in the 

watershed 

 To provide an educational program to increase awareness 

and appreciation and foster responsible use of watershed 

resources 
 

Selected Action Items/End Projects 

The plan outlined best management practices in a variety of 

areas that met the following criteria: are applicable and 

consistent with the level of detailed information collected to 

date; applicable with a minimum of technical assistance; and 

are generally accepted and used within the Keuka Lake 

watershed.  

 

Areas of focus included: 

 

 Agricultural Best Management Practices 

 Petroleum and Chemical Bulk Storage Best Management 

Practices 

 Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites Best 

Management Practices 

 Hazardous Waste Spills Best Management Practices 

 Inactive Landfill Best Management Practices 

 Automotive Junkyard Best Management Practices 

 Mined Land Best Management Practices 

 Residential Sources of Pesticides and Fertilizers Best 

Management Practices 

 State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) 

Permits 
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Setting a Course for Seneca Lake: The State of the Seneca Lake 
Watershed (1999) 

IDENTIFIED CONCERN/DATA LIMITATIONS 

 Sampling and Monitoring of the water quality of Seneca 

Lake, especially in regards to chloride, hardness and 

selected pollutants.  

 Exotic Species. The variability of algal, phosphate, and 

nitrate concentrations indicates that continued research is 

essential to statistically prove and completely understand 

the extent of zebra mussel impact on the ecology of the 

lake. 

 Pesticides. Data are not available to exclude a full range of 

potential pollutants in the watershed and/or detail changes 

in these water quality parameters over time.  

 Tributaries. In general data on the tributaries to Seneca 

Lake is lacking.  

 Limited information is available to assess the impact of 

forest harvest activities on water quality in the watershed 

 Landfills, Dumps, Junkyards and Hazardous Waste Sites. 

There are no complete records for the opening and closure 

of local municipal dumps.  

 Mines. Only in the last twenty years has the NYSDEC 

required permits for mining operations and reclamation.  

 Bulk Storage. NYSDEC databases were used for the 

identification of chemical and petroleum bulk petroleum 

storage sites. However this database does not identify 

unpermitted sites or sites that were in operation prior to 

current permitting and database practices.  

 Onsite Septic Systems. More data and information on 

septic systems in the watershed is needed so as to assess 

environmental and water quality impacts. 

 Well Drilling Operations. Include data on gas, oil, brine 

and solution wells. 

 Programmatic Environment. Inventory and description of 

federal, state and local laws effecting land use regulation 

and control, nonpoint source pollution and water quality 

 Effectiveness of mitigating measures in reducing export of 

sediment and nutrients from subwatersheds.  
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Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council 

Land Use Subcommittee 

Local Laws Project (2007) 

BACKGROUND 

The project’s goal is to provide guidance to the Canandaigua 

Lake Watershed municipalities on steep slopes, stormwater 

management, and watercourse protection. This guidance takes 

the form of local laws from other municipalities and perhaps, 

more importantly, model laws that have been reviewed by the 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council’s Land Use 

Subcommittee. 

 

Issues/Opportunities 

 Steep slopes and watercourses are not only environmental 

features that contribute to the unique character of the 

region, but overdevelopment or poorly designed 

development can endanger the public health, safety, and 

general welfare of the community.  

 In the Canandaigua Lake Watershed, rising real estate 

values and increasing residential and recreational 

development pressures are leading to construction on 

increasingly challenging building sites.  

 The unique geography of the Finger Lakes often creates a 

situation where the greatest pressures are on the most 

environmentally sensitive areas. Steep slopes, due to 

natural proximity to lakes and their ensuing views, and 

watercourses are highly-prized because of their scenic 

quality.  

 Development activities threaten the natural functions of 

steep slopes and watercourses which in turn can affect 

water quality. 
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Keuka Lake Watershed Land Use Planning Guide: Intermunicipal 
Action Strategy (2009) 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

 Protect steep slopes from potentially damaging 

development projects. 

 

 Create land use policies and zoning regulations that 

support the economic viability of agriculture.  

 

 Encourage greater watershed-wide cooperation and 

sharing of services and network to share ideas among 

municipalities. 

 

 To protect Keuka Lake’s natural plant and animal life, 

sustain the lake’s current AA rating, and continually work 

to improve the lake’s water quality. 

 

 “Sustainable” Development is development undertaken 

with consideration for the long-term community and 

neighbor relations, environmental stability, and economic 

capability of the Keuka Lake Watershed. 

 

 Provide the incentives and infrastructure that will attract 

new growth in villages and hamlets. 

 

Selected Strategies/Action Items 

 Revise municipal comprehensive plans to include 

commentary on steep slope development issues.  

 Encourage new development that is compatible with 

agriculture. 

 Support sustainable forest management on public and 

private lands throughout the watershed. 

 Encourage local planning and development practices that 

address biodiversity conservation. 

 All municipalities should continue to support the Keuka 

Lake Association (KLA), the Keuka Watershed 

Improvement Cooperative (KWIC), and the Keuka Lake 

Outlet Compact (KLOC).  

 Enact municipal stormwater management regulations to 

reduce stormwater runoff.  

 Use Comprehensive Plans to recommend that new 

development be focused within hamlet areas.  

 Focus public investments such as roads, utilities, and 

community facilities into designated hamlet areas.  
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Seneca Lake Watershed Management Plan (2014) 

BACKGROUND/GOALS 

The Seneca Lake Watershed Management Plan serves as a 

long-term strategy for the protection and restoration of water 

quality and ensures compatible land use and development. 

 

Selected Action Items/End Projects 

 Educate municipalities, residents and other interested parties on 

soil conservation, steep slope development, erosion control, 

flooplain development and water quality. 

 Continued and additional lake level monitoring to better predict 

low water levels in order to prevent health and safety issues as 

well as protect the wildlife. 

 Provide opportunities for citizens to volunteer for specific 

projects and on PAC committees 

 Create and maintain riparian buffer zones for all streams 

adjacent to agricultural land starting with the critical areas 

 Provide education and training of local officials on erosion 

controls and stormwater management 

 Require new developments to maintain the volume of runoff at 

predevelopment levels by using structural controls and 

pollution prevention strategies 

 Educate the general public on the role, process, 

accomplishments, needs, and future strategy of sewer districts 

and wastewater treatment facilities. 

 Implement and promote programs to encourage homeowners to 

adopt best practices for septic  

 Provide outreach and education to community, schools, and 

other institutions on green chemistry, green engineering, and 

other pollution prevention practices 

 Implement watershed-wide pickup of hazardous wastes and 

obsolete/canceled use pesticides using the "Clean Sweep" 

model 

 Enforce floodplain development regulations 

 Adopt stream buffer setback regulations. 

 Extension of eastern terminus of Outlet Trail to Seneca Lake 

Shoreline 

 Open space conservation 

 Support invasive species outreach and education initiatives 

 Conduct research and monitoring to improve early detection 

and management of IS 

 Increase state, regional and local capacity to respond to new or 

additional invasive species discoveries 
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Yates County  
Agriculture Development and Farmland Enhancement Plan (2004) 

SELECTED GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

 Increase market value of Yates County agricultural 

products sold annually in current dollars by 1.5% per year  

 Increase total net cash returns from Yates County 

agricultural sales by 1% per year in current dollars 

 Secure the adoption of local right to farm legislation in all 

towns within Yates County. 

 Secure agricultural zoning protections in all communities 

with zoning laws in effect. 

 Reduce taxes on farmers by encouraging higher levels of 

use of existing programs and other measures to control the 

costs of government and lower impacts on farmers. 

 Reduce the impacts of government regulation on small 

farmers by encouraging market driven solutions to 

agricultural profitability challenges. 

 

Selected Action Items/End Projects 

 Make business planning technical expertise available to 

existing farmers wanting to diversify or expand as well as 

new farmers wanting to locate in Yates County. 

 Provide workable models of new niche agricultural 

business enterprises to Yates County’s relatively large 

population of young individuals already motivated to 

engage in farming. 

 Establish a local version of the Finger Lakes Culinary 

Bounty program linked to that initiative and building upon 

it to promote Yates County’s diverse array of farm 

products. 

 Arrange for pooling of purchases, cooperative endeavors 

and other strategic alliances to reduce costs of doing 

business for commodity agricultural enterprises. 

 Promote and expand the organic agricultural industry in 

Yates County as a niche economic sector. 

 Bring together local wineries, the Wine Alliance, the Wine 

and Grape Foundation and wine trail organizations in a 

Finger Lakes wine marketing program. 

 Establish a continuing program to develop farm labor and 

train farm managers.  

 Right to farm laws should be encouraged for all Yates 

County towns. 
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Route 14A Corridor Study Yates County, New York (2006) 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

 Support the economic vitality of Yates County and the 

Finger Lakes regions through transportation planning and 

decision-making along the corridor that promotes 

balanced community and economic development;  

 Increase safety for motorized and non-motorized users of 

the corridor through improved transportation designs, 

services, and education programs that minimize conflicts 

between existing and planned uses;  

 Protect, enhance, and promote the corridor’s historic and 

cultural resources through transportation planning and 

decision-making that respects the rural character and 

nature of Yates County;  

 Address corridor-wide transportation issues through 

improved inter-municipal coordination and local 

community planning efforts that balances support for local 

land use and development objectives with broader 

community goals;  

 Strengthen the ability of Yates County to implement 

transportation and infrastructure improvements along the 

corridor through coordinated revenue and cost strategies;  

 Promote planning efforts that protect the natural and 

scenic resources of the Finger Lakes region for future 

generations of both residents and tourists. 

 

Selected Action Items/End Projects 

 Revise the local comprehensive plan to include NYSDOT 

access management guidelines and require these measures 

when approving site plans for new development along 

Route 14A. 

 Complete a pedestrian accessibility study for the central 

business district of Penn Yan to determine the need for 

more pedestrian-controlled walk signals.  

 Inventory the condition of sidewalks within the Village of 

Dundee, with special emphasis of sidewalks in the Central 

Business District and near pedestrian destinations 

 Consider revision of Comprehensive Plan and zoning code 

to permit more intensive development in areas served by 

public water along Route 14A. Develop appropriate lot 

sizes, zoning districts, and conditions for approval.  
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Keuka Lake Watershed Farmland & Agriculture Protection Plan (2014) 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

 Consider land uses in Keuka Lake Watershed and create 

Urban Growth Boundaries. 

 

 Revisit the current agricultural district boundaries to 

ensure that they are up to date and reflect both deliberate 

future urban development and current agricultural uses. 

 

 Encourage landowners to participate in agricultural 

assessments to provide tax relief and gather soil data.  

 

 Complete a comprehensive soil survey and utilize the 

resulting information to create incentives that encourage 

land use that complements the soil type and quality of a 

particular area. 

 

 Utilize a cluster zoning policy on land under severe 

pressure to be developed. 

 

 Foster agricultural direct marketing enterprises through 

educational sessions and improved zoning ordinances that 

allow for outbuildings and secondary land uses associated 

with agriculture. 

 

 Provide further educational opportunities for landowners 

to learn about transfer of development rights (TDR), 

agricultural conservation easements, and purchase of 

agricultural conservation easement programs. 
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Yates County Strategic Plan for Public Transportation (2007) 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

 Inventory and evaluate existing transportation resources 

and services  

 Assess existing and projected needs for transportation 

services  

 Identify criteria for designing an improved transportation 

system  

 Evaluate alternative service designs for public 

transportation; and  

 Recommend a course of action to implement an improved 

public transportation system. 

 

Selected Strategies/Action Items 

 Establish an on-going transportation coordination 

committee 

o Determine the agency or individual to lead the 

committee.  

o Establish the membership for the Transportation 

Coordination Committee.  

o Establish a regular meeting schedule (i.e., 

quarterly) 

 Increase the utilization of vehicles operated by not-for-

profit agencies and transportation providers to meet 

transportation needs. 

 Establish public transportation service based on the Initial 

Service Plan.  Either join the Regional Transportation 

Authority or contract with a private transportation 

provider. 
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Yates County Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan (2011) 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

 Minimize losses and impacts to life and property due to 

flooding and landslide related to flooding. 

 

 Minimize losses and impacts to life and property related to 

severe summer and winter storms. 

 

 Minimize losses and impacts to life and public health 

related to the exposure and spread of contagious diseases 

and health hazards. 

 

 Minimize losses and impacts to life, public health and 

property, and provide greater protection for emergency 

responders related to exposure and contamination of 

hazardous materials and substances. 

 

 Minimize losses and impact to life, public health and 

property related to the risks, exposure and affects of 

terrorism. 

 

 Minimize losses and impacts to life and safety related to 

traffic and travel on area roads, rail and airports.  

 

Selected Strategies/Action Items 

 Implement economically feasible and environmentally 

appropriate flood control and mitigation efforts in area 

streams 

 Secure funding to buy out properties in flood plains that 

pose repetitive loss problems, and raise or modify 

properties when cost efficient. 

 Research cooperative buying and storage programs for de-

icing materials and construction of sand and salt storage 

facilities where possible. 

 Educate the public and business community about proper 

hazardous materials storage and disposal, continue 

disposal programs, and promote needed legislation and 

training programs. 

 Continue to support current training activities and form a 

closer working relationship with Penn Yan AERO and the 

County Airport to deal with transportation accidents. 

 Create media campaigns with safe driving messages 

appropriate to the season. 
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